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bira Ali is a practicing artist,
A an educator and a parent a
combination of responsibilities

which gives her a very personal world
view. As a parent, | am alert to the
world we are creating for our children
to inherit, she notes on a recent visit to
the Pasadena Arts Council of ces. |
feel obligated to act now by integrating
arts education into awareness of the
earth, and of the community. She had
stopped by to explore the possibility
of her latest project, the Wisdom Arts
Laboratory, becoming a member of
PAC s EMERGE scal sponsorship pro-
gram. This educational community of
artists and experts, housed in a rented
space in the Friends Quaker church on
Orange Grove, offers children s classes
and intergenerational programming
which connects the arts, nature and
community awareness in an inventive
environment.

Itsagreat tforthe EMERGE
program. A small but blos-
soming organization new to
the nonpro t scene, WALsS
workshops have a whimsi-
cal bend with a smattering of
logical reasoning, common
sense, science and ethics.
The students are encouraged
to work independently, to re-
ect on their work, and to com-
municate ideas constructively
and respectfully; students are taught to
develop focus and follow through.

Childrens classes are inventive and,
as Abira puts it, encourage big voices
from small citizens. Her Earth Art
class teaches sculpture and earth stud-
ies with clay, paint, plant clippings,
pebbles, seed pods and pine cones;
students create sculptures that are non-
toxic and biodegradable. There is an
architecture class, yoga for kids, and
Learn to Knit. Atomic Theatre is
an art class for children ages 5 through
8, who sing songs, draw, build, and
dance atomic physics into their play.

Coyle: wool, cotton, silk ribbon; Simon Landau, age
8, Atomic Theater with Abira Ali, “Small Studies”:
paper, pencil.

j' Encouraging-Big Voices from Small Citizens

The periodic table
of the elements is in-
troduced along with
ideas about the very
small inner universe
of the atom.

In addition to the
classes for younger
children, WALserves
as a laboratory for
artists, professional
teachers and educa-
tors to experiment
with new method-
ologies, and pro-
vides collaborative
programming with

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

S

Conversation with
Frank Ellsworth

6-7

Pasadena Arts
Council
Year in Review

38

Source Notes:
The Business of Art

artists at other locations to present

unique community art events.

They

produce a small publication, The Wis-
dom Arts Chronicle, made up of chil-
drens writing and artwork. Wisdom
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