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“The American flag is a powerful, 
iconic symbol common to us all,” 
writes author Nancy Druckman 
in American Flags: Designs for 
a Young Nation. “It is the most 
enduring evocation of America, 
but the constancy and immuta-
bility conveyed by the present 
American flag is at odds with the 
history of its development.”  Of 
course she’s spot-on about the 
flag’s power—the single image 
unites a nation full of different 
ideas, backgrounds and circum-
stances—but the notion of the 
flag’s history is one that is rarely 
considered.  

Of course we’ve all heard the tall 
tale about George Washington 
asking Betsy Ross to create the 
young country’s first flag, but 
what happened between then 
and now?  Druckman, an author-
ity on folk art, explores the his-
tory of the flag as a citizen’s per-
sonal representation of America.  
While “guidelines” for the new 

nation’s flag were outlined in the 
First Flag Act of 1777, there was 
no official flag.  This meant that 
households and flag-makers were 
able to create a flag out of their 
own vision, and the flags that re-
main are incredible examples of 
American folk art with a purpose.  
Without official regulations, new 
flags were created for any num-
ber of occasions: the addition of 
a new state to the Union, politi-
cal events, military functions and 
even diplomacy. Each of the 70 
flags pictured in this book, chosen 
for its craftsmanship and histori-
cal importance, is unique in its 
creator, purpose and, most obvi-
ously, its design; each flag image 
is accompanied by notes from 
Jeffrey Kenneth Kohn, a scholar 
of American culture and an ex-
pert on the flag and its history.  

Throughout the book, Druckman 
offers interesting insight on the 
broader history of flags and of-
fers a contextual framework on 
which all of the book’s flags 
might be placed.  This comple-
ments Kohn’s keen attention to 
detail and design, which offers 

a very artistic point of view on 
these functional pieces.  Taken 
together, American Flags: Designs 
for a Young Nation serves as a 
magnificent visual history of our 
young nation, and without a single 
mention of Betsy Ross.

OLD GLORY WHEN SHE WAS NEW 

2008 Gold Crown  
Awards
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AMERICAN FLAGS: DESIGNS FOR A YOUNG NATION   
By Nancy Druckman, with commentaries by Jeffrey Kenneth Kohn

80 pp. Harry N. Abrams. $16.95.

By Anna Wilson
Pasadena Arts Council Intern

It IS Easy  
Being Green!
By Megan MacDonald,  
Pasadena Arts Council Program Coordinator

The location, the majestic Castle Green.  Hors 
d’oeuvres by Green Street Restaurant.  An electric 
green beverage.  The guests at the Pasadena Arts 
Council’s 2008 Gold Crown Awards weren’t just 
seeing green, they were wearing, drinking, eating 
and celebrating it too.  This year, Gold went green 
as the Arts Council honored the achievements in the 
arts through environmental awareness and sustain-
ability of three Gold Crown Honorees: David R. 
Brown, Executive Director of the Descanso Gardens; 
Susanna Dadd and James Griffith, environ-
mentalists, artists and creators of the Folly Bowl, and 
the Mothers’ Club Family Learning Center, 
an architectural statement in “green” building.  

Pasadena’s thriving cultural community came out en 
masse to support this green effort.  Members of the 
Pasadena Art Alliance, the Pasadena Arts & Culture 
Commission and the team presenting Make Music 
Pasadena were in attendance, along with numerous 
representatives of cultural organizations and 150 
other guests and dignitaries.  Mayor Bill Bogaard 
opened the program with a look back at the City’s 
green past and forward to an even greener future.

Perhaps the most accomplished group of Young Artist 
Award winners ever, was also recognized.  Jacqui 
Adams, a dancer from La Salle High School, Sammy 
Lopez, an actor with Theatre 360, Brenda Cruz, a 
painter from John Marshall Fundamental Secondary 
School and Krystal Tung, a musician from South 
Pasadena High School received the award for ex-
cellence in their artistic mediums.

Thank you, all, for making the Pasadena Arts Council’s 
green effort so fruitful!

From left, Honorees John Dale 
(architect) , Ronnie Siegel (land-
scape architect) and Tim Morneau 
(architect), representing Mothers’ 
Club Family Learning Center.

Honorees James Griffith and 
Susanna Dadd with Arts Council 
President Stephen Nowlin (L)

Honoree David R. Brown with 
Pasadena Arts Council Executive 
Director Terry LeMoncheck

From left, 2008 Young Artist 
Award Winners: Jacqui Adams, 
Dance, Brenda Cruz, Visual Art, 
Sammy Lopez, Theatre and Krystal 
Tung, Instrumental Music

From left, Pasadena Arts Council 
Trustee Dianne Magee, Pasadena 
Arts & Culture Commissioner Kellye 
Wallett, and Mayor Bill Bogaard

Photos by Alexander Davis



A Noise Within
Alternative Opera Theater
American Legacy Fine Arts
Angels School Supply
Armory Center for the Arts
Art Center College of Design
Blair IB Magnet High School
BradyLock Productions
Brehm Center for Worship, Theology  

& the Arts
Brenart Cafe-Gallery
Caltech Folkdancers
Coleman Chamber Music Association
Crown City Symphony
Danielak Art
Descanso Gardens
Fine Arts Club of Pasadena
Flintridge Foundation
Folk Tree
Foothill Creative Arts Group
Fremont Centre Theatre
Friends of Music at Pasadena  

Presbyterian Church
Furious Theatre Company
Huntington Library, Art Collections 

and Botanical Gardens
IATSE Local 33
Ice House
Jaamoo Ventures
John Muir High School
Junior League of Pasadena
Kidspace Children’s Museum
Lanterman Historical Museum 
Levitt Pavilion for the Performing Arts
Light Bringer Project
Lineage Dance
Los Angeles Children’s Chorus
Marshall Fundamental School
Metropolitan Associates

Monrovia Arts Festival Association
Norton Simon Museum
Old Mill Foundation
Pacific Asia Museum
Pasadena Art Alliance
Pasadena Arts League
Pasadena Center Operating Company
Pasadena Community Orchestra
Pasadena Conservatory of Music
Pasadena Dance Theatre
Pasadena Heritage
Pasadena Museum of History
Pasadena Opera Guild
Pasadena Pro Musica
Pasadena Public Library
Pasadena Senior Center
Pasadena Showcase House for the Arts
Pasadena Society of Artists
Pasadena Suzuki Music Outreach
Polytechnic School
Restoration Concerts and Friends of the 

South Pasadena Public Library
Sacatar Foundation
SAPPA
Shakespeare League of Pasadena
Shumei Arts Council of America
Sierra Madre School
South Pasadena High School
Southwest Chamber Music Society
The Music Circle
The Next Step
The Theatre @ Boston Court
Theatre 360
Villa Esperanza
Waverly School
West of Rome
Westridge School
Xiem Clay Center

The following cultural organizations and businesses  

are current  members of the Pasadena Arts Council

		  Thanks for your support!

Board of Trustees

Stephen Nowlin, President

Suzanna Guzmán

Lena L. Kennedy

Dianne M. Magee

Scarlett Osterling

Christopher Reiner

Steve Roden

Kathy Soulek

Leisa B. Vander Velde

Executive Director
Terry LeMoncheck
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A new tradition in upscale, urban living has arrived in historic Pasadena. 
Echoing the look of early California with the modern furnishings of today, Orange Grove Circle Garden Homes 

offers a unique collection of homes now available for purchase.

Sales Gallery  
550 Orange Grove Circle  •  Unit 140  •  Pasadena, CA 91105
626.696.3290  •  www.orangegrovecircle.com

• Priced from the $700,000s 
• Luxury homes up to 2,300 sq. ft.
• Private courtyards, decks
   and balconies
• Only 64 homes in this unique
   collection

Orange Grove Circle reserves the right, at its sole discretion, to make changes or modifi cations to maps, plans, specifi cations, materials, features and colors without prior notice. Prices may be increased or 
decreased at any time. Product type is subject to availability. See sales associate for details. 

EQUAL HOUSING
O P P O RT U N I T Y



Pasadena Arts Council
65 So. Grand Avenue, Pasadena, CA 91105
phone: 626.793.8171 • fax: 626.793.5521
web: www.pasadenaartscouncil.org 
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Mission Statement
The mission of the Pasadena Arts Council shall 
be achieved by:

• Encouraging the appreciation of and partici-
pation in the arts among community members 
and organizations.

• Facilitating and coordinating communication 
among arts organizations and the community 
at large.

• Recognizing community members who show 
outstanding promise or make significant  
contributions to the arts.

• Advocating for financial support for the arts 
from public and private funding sources.

Vroman’s Gives Back
Vroman’s Bookstore generously supports many agencies 
in Pasadena, including the Pasadena Arts Council.  
Next time you’re in Vroman’s, fill out a Vroman’s Gives 
Back card and circle #21—the Pasadena Arts Council. 
Then, everytime you make a purchase at Vroman’s,  
one percent of the total will help support the Council’s 
programs and activities.
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Pasadena Arts Council  
		  Facilitating, Empowering and  
	 Advocating for the Arts

Remember to visit us online  
and check out the 

Arts & Culture Calendar at  
www.pasadenaartscouncil.org

click on “arts and culture calendar” on the left-side navigation bar 


