
From Berkeley to Pasadena, 
via Juilliard in New York 
and the Kennedy Center in 

Washington, D.C., Rachel Fine 
brings impeccable credentials 
and a focused business sense 
to her new position as Execu-
tive Director of Los Angeles 
Children�s Chorus. The acclaimed 
choir, based here in Pasadena, 
is considered one of the nation�s 
leading children�s choral groups 
and has appeared in more than 
300 performances with LA Op-
era and Los Angeles Philhar-
monic, the Los Angeles Master 
Chorale, LA Chamber Orchestra 
and the Pasadena Symphony.

Her timing is excellent, if a bit of a 
whirlwind; on July 12, Los Ange-
les Children�s Chorus will present 
the largest production ever staged 
and produced by a children�s cho-
rus�the world premiere of Keepers 
of the Night, an original opera by 

composer Peter Ash and librettist 
Donald Sturrock.

�Yes, it�s an extremely busy time for 
the organization,� Fine notes calmly 
when asked how she�s settling in.  
�Three things drew me to the posi-
tion��rst and foremost, the mission.�  
Originally a pianist who developed 
career-threatening tendinitis, she 
turned to the administrative side of 
the arts and discovered that she 
loved working behind the scenes.  
Her �rst job was with Chanticleer, 
the renowned choral ensemble from 
San Francisco. Other experience 
came with jobs at the opera division 
of the Juilliard School and Philhar-
monia Baroque Orchestra, but it was 
an exceptional opportunity to spend 
a year as an arts management fellow 
at the Kennedy Center which deep-
ened her understanding of the com-
plexities of running a performing arts 

company.  Classes were 
offered in development, 
marketing, union relations, 
technology in the arts�
even a class in liaising 
with Capitol Hill�and 
Fine found the experience 
exhilarating.

However, she never lost 
her profound appreciation 
for the lifelong bene�ts of 
musical training. �I feel so 
strongly that I am who I 
am today and where I am 
today because of my mu-
sic education.  When I was growing 
up, I didn�t realize that I was actual-
ly an incredibly focused, disciplined 
child, and it was the music that en-
couraged me to be those things.  It 
wasn�t until I was in my twenties  
that I realized that being able to 
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The Pasadena Arts Council is grateful to the following individuals and 

businesses for their generous support of the 2007 Gold Crown Awards.  

Thank you!

Angels ($2,500)

Dianne M. Magee

Benefactors ($1,000)

Olin and Ann Barrett
Bill and Claire Bogaard
Evelyn English
Harvey and Ellen Knell
John Moran Auctioneers
Elizabeth Loucks Samson

Patrons ($500)

Sue Campoy and 
	 Julienne Restaurant
Community Partners
Barbara Harvey

Wendy Munger and  
Leonard Gumport

Joan and Jeff Palmer
Peggy Phelps
Sid and Betsey Tyler
Lyla White

Partners ($250)

John and Susan Caldwell
Charter Communications
Dennis and Jan English,
	 in honor of Evelyn English

Julio and Kimberly Gonzalez
Elizabeth Levitt Hirsch
Adelaide Hixon
Lena L. Kennedy
Estelle Schlueter
David Spiro
Bill and Barbara Steinwedell
Bart and Pam Wald
Joe and Marge Wyatt
Douglas and Cara Yokomizo

Friends ($100)

Joan Aarestad
Mary Jane Alexander
Bill and Rosemary Barbus
Lee and Fran Benuska
Roman Andrew Borek
John and Louise Brinsley
Robert and Maureen Carlson
Sabra Clark
Jan Clifford, in honor of 
	 Evelyn English
Joe and Alice Coulombe
Fred and Fritzie Culick
Edwina Dedlow
Linda Dickason
Kitty Dillavou
Louise Dougherty
Darryl Dunn and The Rose Bowl, 
in honor of Craig Watson
David and Rebecca Ebershoff
Gail Ellis, in honor of
	 Faye and Robert Davidson
Georgianna Erskine
Lauren Frankel
Bill and Brenda Galloway
Mary Gerke
Ray and Nancy Guth
Annie Haggstrom
Ann Hassett
Marka Hibbs
Monica Hubbard
Roberta Huntley
Eugene and Jane Imai
Nancy Johnson
Cynthia Jones
Larry and Mireya Jones
Stephen A. Kanter, M.D.

Friends (continued)

Alice Key 
Gertha Lindsey, in honor of 
	 Evelyn English
Carol Liu
Eudora Moore
Nancy Moss
Lynn Myers
Mei-Lee Ney
Gregory Norton and Paul Floyd
Robert and Arlene Oltman
Jim and Scarlett Osterling
Tom and Carol O�Toole
Inez Pickering
Marianna Plott
Michaeline Re
William Richards
Bill and Dinah Roberts
John and Edith Roberts
Elba Smith
Ben and Robin Stafford
George and Gretel Stephens
Floraline Stevens
Jane Stott
The Red Shoes, supporting
	 the Young Artist Awards
Leisa Vander Velde
Mark Weber
Robert Winter
Maybelle B. Wolfe

Supporters

Gary Allen and Susan Woolley
Carolyn Cutler
Camille and Earl Levee,
	 in honor of Craig Watson
Barbara Wamboldt
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On a magic moment�one of those fresh, sparkling days in early June, and no 
�gloom� in sight�friends and supporters of the Pasadena Arts Council gathered at 
the beautiful home of Jaye and Michael Curry for the 2007 Gold Crown Awards.  
On this day we celebrate and honor a very special group of people whose lives and 
achievements make Pasadena a community unique in the breadth and depth of its 
cultural life.  Also in the spotlight were the 2007 Young Artist Award winners, four 
talented high school students who show exceptional promise in their art forms.

I am reminded every single year why this event is such a joy to present.  It is all 
of you�our members and colleagues, our advocates, our honorees and young 
artists.  Thank you from all of us at the Pasadena Arts Council, for 
making this an especially memorable Gold Crown day, and for ev-
erything that you do on behalf of the arts in our city.

-Terry LeMoncheck

(from top) 

2007 Gold Crown Honorees, back row, from 
left: Robert Davidson, Craig Watson, Hector 
Aristizábal, Otoño Lujan and Jon Lapointe 
(both of Side Street Projects). Seated, from left: 
Faye Davidson, Evelyn English, Emily Hopkins 
(Side Street Projects) and Cynthia Lake.

Young Artist Award winners (from left): Jessie 
Yang (music), Ann Leese (visual art), Marie 
Garcia (dance) and Kyle Sinclair (theater).

From left, Jerri Price, Toy Yamashina, Donna 
Gale and Honoree Evelyn English

From left: Arts Council President Dianne 
Magee, Julie Ward, Honorees Faye and Robert 
Davidson, Lyla White

From left, Wesley Jessup, Craig Watson, Arts 
Council Executive Director Terry LeMoncheck

photo credit (this page):  Jennifer Hafner 



The Pasadena Arts Council is very proud to announce the election of Scarlett 
Powers Osterling to its Board of Trustees.

Ms. Osterling has held executive positions with educational, health care and  
social service organizations over a 25-year career, developing extensive 
expertise in strategic planning, operational and human resource manage-
ment, �nancial strategy and fundraising, and leadership development 
within diverse organizations.  Her responsibilities have included strate-
gic planning, board development, fundraising and campaign develop-
ment, foundation management, program development, donor and alumni  
relations, public relations and communications, marketing and business 
development, volunteer engagement, and intellectual property manage-
ment.   Ms. Osterling�s professional career and consulting practice 
has specialized in working with organizations seeking signi�cant 

advances in institutional development and fundraising success.

�I am very pleased to have been asked to serve on the Arts Council board, 
and am looking forward to an expanded perspective on both visual and 
performing arts throughout the city,� she comments.  �The arts belong in the 
lives of all our citizens, which is the core mission of the Pasadena Arts Council, 
so I really welcome the opportunity to be part of the organization.�

Ms. Osterling served as the Senior Vice President, Institutional Advancement 
for Art Center College of Design from 2001 � 2007, where she led the planning 
and management of the College�s �rst comprehensive advancement program and 
�rst campaign in its history.  At Art Center, she served as a member of the executive 
management team engaged in the largest expansion in educational programming, 
endowment and facilities in the College�s history, and was responsible for recruit-
ment and development of the College Board of Trustees and Campaign volunteer 
involvement. Under her leadership, the Advancement program produced $70M, a 
400% increase in average giving annually over the prior period, to become one of 
the most productive and cost-effective among peer institutions nationwide.

Other professional positions have included Vice President and Chief Development 
Of�cer of Saint John�s Health Center in Santa Monica from 1998 through 2000, 
and from 1996 to 1998 Ms. Osterling held the post of Vice President of Develop-
ment and Community Relations for Good Samaritan Hospital in Los Angeles.  She 
also served as the Vice President and Chief Development Of�cer with Children�s 
Bureau of Southern California, and as Development Director for California Hospital 
Medical Center. 

Ms. Osterling received a Masters degree in non-pro�t administration from the 
University of Illinois, Chicago in 1982 and Bachelor of Science degrees in psychol-
ogy and sociology from Iowa State University in 1978.  Scarlett and husband Jim 
Osterling live in Altadena and are the parents of Natalie, 20, and Matthew, 16.

sight-read music is something that  
really requires enormous discipline.�  
As a result, Fine is committed to  
seeing other young people �nd a 
similar focus.

The second thing Fine found com-
pelling about LACC was the caliber 
of the organization and its artistry.  
�The program here is so comprehen-
sive and so strong, and the results 
are staggering to me.  When I see 
our children in performance, the 
degree to which they are engaged 
with the music is just astonishing. 
On the surface they can seem so 

serious, but it is never 
without joy.  They really 
love what they�re doing, 
and it takes an amaz-
ing commitment.�  She 
credits Artistic Director 
Ann Tomlinson with this 
achievement; her own 
stated ambition as Execu-
tive Director is to ensure 
that every other aspect of 

the program matches the artistry.

Things have dovetailed nicely for 
Fine on the personal side as well.  
Husband Christopher Hawthorne 
is the architecture critic for the Los 
Angeles Times, and together they 
discovered Pasadena�s Bungalow 
Heaven district and Peet�s Coffee, al-
lowing them to import a little of their 
native Berkeley�s �avor to this area 

when they arrived here 
in 2005.  Fine continued 
to commute to the Bay 
Area for a period, but the 
position at LACC allows 
her to be in one place; 
the couple now live with 
their young daughter in 
Eagle Rock.

The third thing on Rachel 
Fine�s list of reasons to 
be passionate about her 
new job is the opera.  Her back-
ground in opera, at Juilliard in addi-
tion to the Aspen Music Festival and 
Santa Fe Opera, gives her a critical 
perspective.  �I was so impressed 
that an organization of this size was 
taking on a project of that magni-
tude,� she states.  �But for any arts 
organization to make great strides, 
there is a point where they have to 
take artistic risks. But that�s what re-
ally excited me, because it was a 
major artistic risk�I really admired 
that�but it is also a very responsible 
risk, very thoughtfully planned and 

carried out.  So it seemed exciting in 
terms of all involved.�

Several years in the making, the 
project is impressive, with a budget 
of nearly $500,000 and an artis-
tic dream team�in addition to Ash 
and Sturrock, Grant Gershon will 
conduct, Corey Madden will direct, 

and the cast features internation-
ally acclaimed opera stars Lynette 
Tapia, soprano; Malcolm MacKen-
zie, baritone; Suzanna GuzmÆn, 
mezzo-soprano; and Lauren Libaw, 
soprano, who is herself a graduate 
of the LACC program.  Sixty-�ve 
LACC choristers ranging from 8 to 
18 years old sing both prominent 
solo and choral parts. 

Artistic Director Tomlinson conceived 
of the project and has guided the 
commission from its inception. �It is a 
remarkable and inventive opera, and 
we are deeply grati�ed to be able 

to stage the world premiere,� 
Tomlinson notes. �It is also tre-
mendously challenging, requir-
ing exceptional musicianship 
and preparation on the part of 
the cast and choristers.�

With everything on her plate,  
Rachel Fine has still found 
time to appreciate her move 
to the Los Angeles area.  �We 
have found Los Angeles to be 
far and away the most inter-
esting place for the arts right 
now,� she observes. At the 
helm of an arts organization 

poised to take the artistic risks neces-
sary to evolve and mature, living in a 
community in which she delights, she 
is a serene presence, a thoughtful and 
savvy administrator, and an ideal role 
model for the young people to whom 
she is committed.
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KEEPERS OF THE NIGHT
July 12-13-14-15 at the historic Alex Theatre in Glendale

The opera�s original story is set in the Forest of Arcadia, where four children 
are camping.  As darkness envelops them, they fall victim to the Moon�s 
magic.  She uses them to get revenge on her former lover, Ozalid the Owl, 
who presides over the birds� annual song competition.  The themes of nature 
versus city, of democracy versus aristocracy, and of group versus individual 
interplay in a whimsical story of mistaken identity and vocal showmanship, 
where the value of winning and losing is held up to gentle comic scrutiny. 

www.lachildrenschorus.org

SCARLETT POWERS OSTERLING  

JOINS PASADENA ARTS COUNCIL’S BOARD OF TRUSTEES
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